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I N F O R M E R

Worship 
with Us! 
 
 
 

 
Sunday 

• 9:00 a.m. Morning Service 

• 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
(all ages). 

• 11:00 a.m. Morning Svc. 

• 6:00 p.m. Evening Svc. 

• 6:00 p.m. Chinese Disciple-
ship Training. 

Wednesday 

• Noon, the first Wednesday 
after the first Sunday of 
the month, June through 
August, Business Meeting. 

• 6:30 p.m. Celebration Choir 
All other Wednesday activities 
are cancelled for the summer 

Friday, 
• 7 p.m. Chinese Worship/

Potluck 
Saturday, 
• 6 pm, Filipino Fellowship 

(Lord's Supper on fifth Sunday of 
month, baptism as needed. 
Monthly business meeting, at 
noon on the first Wednesday 
after the first Sunday in summer 
months, June-August.) 

BUILDING the KINGDOM of  GOD TOGETHER  
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F e a t u r e d I n s i d e 

Registration for the Annual Meeting 
at First Baptist Church will be August 
15 at 5 p.m., with call to order at 6 
p.m. 

Sessions will run all day August 16, 
beginning with Worship Through  
Music at 8:30 a.m., & there will be 
childcare. 

You don’t need to be an official mes-
senger to attend the convention. Come 
and see your state association at work. 

 

Pastor:  
Gary Cox 
ext. 102 
Music Minister: 
David Willis Jr. 
ext.. 103 
Pastoral Intern 
Levi Rothe 
ext. 104 

The 61st Alaska Baptist Convention 
will convene in Fairbanks August 14-
16. It will be held this time at First 
Baptist Church, 805 6th Avenue. 

The following messengers were cho-
sen to represent University Baptist 
Church at the convention: John At-
wood, Mary & Holland Butler, Gary 
& Schaeffer Cox, Ann Roberts, David 
Willis Jr., and Howard and Judy Zach. 
Yi Long Ma will represent the Chinese 
Mission, and Marti Cox will serve as 
alternate. Packets are in the office. 

The convention will begin with a 
Missions Rally at 7 p.m., August 14. 
WMU will have their conference be-
ginning at 9 a.m., August 15 at First 
Baptist Church. At the same time, the 
Pastor’s Conference will take place at 
Cross Roads Baptist Church.  

Alaska Baptist Convention in Fairbanks! 

The Minister of Youth Search Com-
mittee is soliciting resumes for the 
part-time Minister of Youth position. 

To apply please submit your resume 
to the church office by August 31.  
The chair of the search committee is 
William Beach. If you have questions 
you may contact him by phone  
a t  (907-479-0843)  or  e-mai l 
(williamb@alaska.net)  

Youth Minister Search 

History of Christmas in August 
A Mission Opportunity for 

All Believers 

The first Christmas in August was a 
Project of the Sunbeam Band of the 
first Baptist Church of Charlottesville, 
Virginia. The year was 1927.  

Elizabeth Wiley was speaking in that 
church on her first furlough. She and 
her husband served at the University 
of Shanghai in China.  

She spoke of her desire to witness to 
the illiterate women who worked as 
servants in the university community. 
She mentioned their children and her 
desire for these children to know the 
joy of Christmas.  

(Continued on page 4, Christmas) 
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(ages kindergarten through fifth grade) 
We’d like to Invite YOU to Children’s Church,  

a.k.a. Kum Ba Yah Club. 

We meet every second, third and fourth Sunday  
of the month, during the morning services. 

Go to either morning service. The worship leader will say when 
it is time to leave for Children’s Worship, & an adult will meet 

you at the double doors, to show you 
where to go.  

For more information, contact  
Director, Marnie Port @ 457-4853. 

“Train up a child in the way  
he should go…” Proverbs 22:6 

Our Kum Ba Yah Mission Statement: 
1) To Teach Biblical Truths and Life Applications of those Truths 
2) To Create an Age Appropriate Atmosphere for Worship 
3) To Evangelize!  

Parents: We have an open door policy. Please feel  
free to visit & worship with us in Children's Church! 

 

August 23 for the September Newsletter, 
August 27 for electronic submissions. 

UBC Informer 
Published monthly by University Baptist Church  
1197 University Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska, 99709. 

Ph. 907-479-2440, fax 907-479-0561.  
Gary Cox, Pastor; Tony Lui, Chinese Pastor; David Willis 
Jr., Music Minister; Levi Rothe, Pastoral Intern; &  
Ann Roberts, Editor (Church Secretary) 

Weekly UBCNews  
Keep up-to-date on what is happening between bulletins and Informer issues 
(you do not need to be a member). To subscribe send a blank email to: 

ubcnews-subscribe@universitybaptistchurch.net  
College/Career can sign up for CCList at 

cclist-subscribe@universitybaptistchurch.net 

To unsubscribe, send a blank email to 

ubcnews-unsubscribe@universitybaptistchurch.net 
or cclist-unsubscribe@universitybaptistchurch.net 

EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN 
If you would like to join our 

email prayer chain, please e-mail 
your request to Myra Neff at the 
following address: 

rmneff@ptialaska.net 
This is also the email to use for 

sending in prayer requests. 
 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful.” Colossians 4:2 

~Calling All Kids!~ 

Staff Extension/Voice-
Mail Numbers 

Pastor Gary Cox—102 
Music Minister David Willis—103 
Pastoral Intern Levi Rothe—104 
Secretary Ann Roberts—101 
When the “Auto-Attendant” is  
activated, (answering machine) you 
can dial an extension/voice mail  
number immediately. If no one  
answers, it will automatically go to 
voice mail and you can leave a mes-
sage.  
Or simply dial 2 to leave a message 
in the general church box. The sec-
retary will pick up the message and 
take care of it as soon as possible. 

Subscribing to this Newsletter 

To switch your subscription to a 
PDF file attached to an e-mail, just e-
mail the office at the following ad-
dress: 

office@universitybaptistchurh.net 

and we will switch you to that 
method.  

To switch your subscription to  
pick-up, e-mail or call the office at 
479-2440 so your name can be re-
moved from the subscription mailing 
list. Then pick up your copy each 
month from the foyer rack. 

If you do neither, you will continue 
to receive your newsletter via “snail” 
mail.  

CCList is e-mailed Wednesdays, 
and UBCNews, on Thursdays 

You can also now switch your 
subscription to the “UBC In-
former” to get it as a PDF file via 
e-mail. Just call and request. 
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information as a CD-ROM disc. 
Here's how it works: 

BOOK is constructed of  
sequentially numbered sheets of T he pastor’s column 

will return next 
month. This month, in 
the wake of yet an-

other computer crash (on my 
home computer this time) I 
wanted to share with you some-
thing my publisher sent me. 
B io-  
O ptic  
O rganized  
K nowledge device 
Trade named: BOOK 
BOOK is a revolutionary break-

through in technology: no wires, 
no electric circuits, no batteries, 
nothing to be connected or 
switched on. It's so easy to use, 
even a child can operate it. 

Compact and portable, it can be 
used anywhere -- even sitting in 
an armchair by the fire -- yet it is 
powerful enough to hold as much 

paper (recyclable), each capable of 
holding thousands of bits of infor-
mation. The pages are locked to-
gether with a custom-fit device 
called a binder, which keeps the 
sheets in their correct sequence. 

Opaque Paper Technology (OPT) 
allows manufacturers to use both 
sides of the sheet, doubling the in-
formation density and cutting costs.   

Experts are divided on the pros-
pects for further increases in infor-
mation density; for now, BOOKs 
with more information simply use 
more pages. 

Each sheet is scanned optically, 
registering information directly into 
your brain. A flick of the finger 
takes you to the next sheet. 

BOOK may be taken up at any 
time and used merely by opening it. 

(Continued on page 7, Book) 

Note from the Secretary . . . 

tions for the Preschool Com-
mittee & the Paid Preschool 
Worker. (See page 6). 

• On a recommendation from 
the Mission Committee, 
$300 was appropriated to 
help defray the cost of air-
fare for an architect mem-
ber to go to Kodiak to con-
sult with Frontier Baptist 
Church about their parson-
age. 

Reminder: Church business meet-
ings for June, July and August  
begin at noon on the usual day. 
This means noon, August 9 is our 
next business meeting.  

    Official Actions 
. . . July  

Business  
Meeting:  

• Reports were received 
from various committees 
and organizations. 

• The church voted to ap-
prove updated job descrip-

Our Celebration Choir is back to 
meeting Wednesdays, at 6:30 
p.m. for rehearsal. You are  
welcome to join them! 
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   Missions News  

Mrs. Guy Via, who led the Sun-
beam Band, asked if the children 
could send gifts. There were 100 
gifts that first year, and a tree was 
set up in the university chapel. 
Christmas entertainment was given 
for the servants and their children. 

Because there were 400 mothers 
to provide for, other churches in 
Virginia became involved in the 
project and Virginia WMU 
adopted the project for the Sun-
beams. Gifts were sent to the Rich-
mond office and shipped overseas-
from there.  

However, in 1937, the collected 
gifts never reached China. It was 
decided because of the war to 
cease sending to China and the fu-
ture gifts were designated for 
home missionaries instead. 

In August, 1949, World Com-
rades, (the magazine for Sun-
beams, GAs and RAs) had a fea-
ture story about the Sunbeams of a 
particular Virginia church entitled 
“A Christmas Tree in August.” 
That same month’s issue of “The 
Window of YWA (a magazine for 
Young Woman’s Auxiliary) pro-
moted sending packages overseas 
in August or September. These 
were not Christmas gifts, however, 
but warm clothing for the winter. 

In August 1950, both the above 
mentioned magazines promoted 

(Christmas, continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5, Christmas) 

Christmas in August continued. . .  

A THANK YOU NOTE 
Ed note: John & Carmen Baynes are for-
mer Alaskans who are now serving with the 
International Mission Board in Australia. 

“Thank you for giving through the 
LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS  
OFFERING to reach a lost world.  

“We are excited to report that South-
ern Baptists gave a record amount-----
US$ 137,939,677.59 

“Your faithful giving enables us and 
more than 5,100 colleagues to con-
tinue our work and to support new 
colleagues coming to join our efforts. 

“Lives have been changed because of 
your giving. Last year we, along with 
our overseas partners baptize more 
than 459,000 new believers and 
planted 17,000+ churches. 

“137 people groups had access to the 
Gospel for the first time.” 

PERSONAL NOTE- from John & 
Carmen Baynes 
We have been able to share Jesus 
(Jijaji) with our Target people group 
the Warlpiri Tribe pronounce as 
(wall-pree) in Aboriginal language 
who consider us “one of them,” not 
outsiders who come for short visits. 
More importantly we have trained 
local leaders so that they can reach 
out and minister to their own people.  
They are hungry for God’s Word and 
want as much as we can provide. 
There is an urgency of sharing Jesus 
Christ (Wapirra) in Aboriginal lan-
guage with people of every tongue, 

(Continued on page 6, Moon) 

 
 
 
 
1 Leanne Ballares 
1 Chloe Johnson 
2 Kyle Johnson 
2 Brandy Reeves 
3 Maria Russell 
3 Troy Sauvé 
4 Darren Albertson 
6 Miui Chung 
6 Alice Murphy 
6 Gloria Taylor 
7 Kedrik Neff 
8 Steve Konichek 
10 Virginia Damron 
12 Rex Copeland 
12 Jessalyn Ginnaty 
13 Jasmine Osberg 
13 Tim Palmer 
13 Crystal Risse 
14 Cory Freeman 
14 Jia Fu Guan 
14 Hui Li 
14 Robert Reed, Jr. 
14 Lorene Risse 
15 Amy Baldwin 
15 Lynn Fischer 
15 Christy Pruett 
18 Dan Jenkins 
19 Emmanuel Ballares 
22 James Welch 
23 Josh Browning 
23 LuAnn Grant 
24 James Wall 
27 David Leetch 
27 Charles Range 
28 Hang Lin Tse 
29 Raul Sison 
31 Laurie Alverson 
31 David Baldwin 
31 Will Finley 

Please let the church  
office know if your  
birthday is missing  

or incorrect. 
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August Lawn  
Care Needed! 

No one has signed up to help 
with the lawn mowing in  
August. Since that is our rainy 
month, we have to mow when 
we can fit it in on the dry days. 
Please add your name to the list  
on the main bulletin board.  

sending gifts to Japan and called the 
project “Christmas in August.”  

In August 1952, Royal Service (a 
magazine for adult members) asked 
women to help the young people 
have Christmas in August. From 
1952 to 1973, Royal Service pro-
moted the idea of adult organiza-
tions having Christmas in August.  

Because of the huge volume of 
gifts, WMU decided to discontinue 
promoting the activity for adults, 
and return to promotion by pre-
school through youth organizations. 
Here at UBC, adults are still in-
volved because the children’s or-
ganizations do not meet in the sum-
mer.  

After 1950 the suggested recipi-
ents were usually home missionar-
ies, chosen by the North American 
Mission Board. The missionaries 
have the opportunity to list the 
items they wish to receive. Each 
church chooses one missionary to 
provide for. On the right is informa-
tion on the missionary UBC will be 
supporting. 

Won’t YOU help? See 
the list on the right for 
ideas! 

(Christmas, continued from page 4) 

August Business Meeting  
Wed., August 9, 12:00 p.m. (Noon) 

Motions due 8/2 
Please note the time! 

This Year’s  
Christmas in August Recipient 

Jerzy Ratz 
George (Jerzy) is a missionary associate serving as director of the 
International Seamen’s Ministries in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

George was born in Jarocin, Poland, and is a graduate of Christian 
Theological Academy in Warsaw, Poland He and his wife, Anna 
are natives of the Czech republic and have four sons. 

Ministry Needs: 
Please bring the following during the month of August: A box will 
be available in the foyer of the church. 

• Christian Videos 

• Cotton Swabs 

• Men’s Deodorant 

• Men’s Utility Socks, black or gray, sizes 10-13 

• 7.5 oz tubes of Petroleum Jelly 

• Pocket-sized New Testaments 

• Sewing Kits 

• Toothbrushes 

• Toothpaste 

• Washcloths 

Christmas in August is one important way to be involved 
in missions. Our support partners us with the work of the 
seamen’s ministry in Philadelphia. 

Thanks and God Bless, 

Judy 
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Policy Changes Approved 

The following policy revision 
was adopted at the July Business 
Meeting. It is reprinted here for 
the benefit of those who could not 
attend. 

PRESCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Purpose:  
The preschool committee is to coordi-
nate all activities and ministries of the 
various church organizations as they 
relate to the preschool children. 
Members: 
Five (5) members elected with repre-
sentation from the following: One from 
Sunday School Preschool teacher/
worker, one from Woman’s Mission-
ary Union and three at large including 
at least one parent, (male or female) of 
a preschooler. Sunday School Pre-
school Department Director shall be an 
ex-officio member. The Child care co-
ordinator shall be selected from the 
five members of the committee. 

NOTE:  The Discipleship Training rep-
resentative shall replace one at-large 
representative at such time as there is a 
preschool department in the Disciple-
ship Training organization. 

Elected: Elected upon the recom-
mendation of the nominat-
ing committee 

Duties:  
D1 Publicize preschool policies and 

procedures and work with the 
Personnel Committee to revise 
or create new policies that will 

tribe and nation.  
We are so grateful for your continued prayer for the 
Warlpiri pronounce as (wall-pree) people. We appreci-
ate it more than you will ever know! 
Please continue to partner with us to complete the unfin-
ished task. 

(Moon, continued from page 4) We are grateful for your faithfulness.  
BLESSINGS, 
John & Carmen Baynes 
IMB Missionaries 
Katherine, Northern Territory 
AUSTRALIA 

be approved by the church 
D2 Coordinate planning among 

preschool workers, parents, and 
other church leaders to meet the 
preschoolers’ physical, social, 
mental, and emotional and spiri-
tual needs 

D3 Recommend purchase of fur-
nishings and supplies 

D4 Coordinate space assigned to 
preschool work 

D5 Assist Personnel Committee 
with the hiring of paid pre-
school workers when requested 
by that committee 

D6 Supervise the paid preschool 
worker(s) 

D7 Evaluate the paid preschool 
worker(s) with assistance as 
needed from the Personnel 
Committee 

D8 Schedule workers for pre-
schoolers, birth through four 
years old, for morning and eve-
ning worship services and other 
church functions 

D9 Meet at least quarterly 
D10 Report to the church at business 

meetings 
D11 Submit a proposed budget to the 

Budget committee by Novem-
ber 1st of each year 

D12 Communicate regularly with 
church council 

D13 Develop a nursery policy to be 
approved by the church 

Also approved was the fol-
lowing job description for a 
paid nursery worker: 
Purpose: 
Provide quality child care during 
worship services and church au-
thorized events and activities.  
Duties: 
D1  Provide quality care of chil-
dren during a specified time at 
church events  
D2  Adhere to all preschool depart-

ment policies and procedures 
as set forth in the Preschool 
Department policy and proce-
dure guide 

D3  Record time worked on a time 
card and give to a designated 
Preschool Committee mem-
ber or place in the Church 
secretary’s box 

D4  Communicate with a desig-
nated Preschool Committee 
member concerning issues, 
problems, or questions as 
needed. 

Qualifications: 

Must be Christian. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Must have previous experience in 
caring for children ages birth 
through pre-first. 
A written reference from last two 
employers and a personal reference 
is required. If applicant is not a 
member of UBC, then a reference 
from the applicant’s pastor shall be 
required. 
CPR certification is required 
A current TB test is required. �  
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Unlike other display devices, 
BOOK never crashes or requires 
rebooting, and it can even be 
dropped on the floor or stepped on 
without damage. However, it can 
become unusable if immersed in 
water for a significant period of 
time. The "browse" feature allows 
you to move instantly to any sheet 
and move forward or backward as 
you wish. 

Many come with an "index" fea-
ture, which pinpoints the exact lo-
cation of selected information for 
instant retrieval. 

An optional "BOOKmark" acces-
sory allows you to open BOOK to 
the exact place you left it in a pre-
vious session -- even if the BOOK 
has been closed. BOOKmarks fit 
universal design standards; thus, a 
single BOOKmark can be used in 
BOOKs by various manufacturers. 

(BOOK, continued from page 3) 

This is the story of the night my ten-year-
old cat, Rudy, got his head stuck in the 
garbage disposal.  
I knew at the time that the experience 
would be funny if the cat survived, so let 
me tell you right up front that he's fine. 
Getting him out wasn't easy, though, and 
the process included numerous home reme-
dies, a plumber, two cops, an emergency 
overnight veterinary clinic, a case of mis-
taken identity, five hours of panic, and 

True Cat Story, Part 1 
sent to Doug Hart Sr. 

Conversely, numerous BOOK-
markers can be used in a single 
BOOK if the user wants to store 
numerous views at once. The 
number is limited only by the 
number of pages in the BOOK. 

You can also make personal 
notes next to BOOK text entries 
with an optional programming 
tool, the Portable Erasable Nib 
Cryptic Intercommunication Lan-
guage Stylus (PENCILS). 

Portable, durable, and afford-
able, BOOK is being hailed as a 
precursor of a new entertainment 
wave. Also, BOOK's appeal 
seems so certain that thousands of 
content creators have committed 
to the platform and investors are 
reportedly flocking.  

Look for a flood of new titles 
soon. �  

fifteen minutes of fame. 
First, some background. My husband, 
Rich, and I had just returned from a five-
day spring-break vacation in the Cayman 
Islands, where I had been sick as a dog 
the whole time, trying to convince my-
self that if I had to feel lousy, it was bet-
ter to do it in paradise. We had arrived 
home at 9 p.m., a day and a half later 
than we had planned because of airline 
problems. I still had illness-related ver-
tigo and because of the flight delays had 
not been able to prepare the class I was 
supposed to teach at 8:40 the next morn-
ing.  
I sat down at my desk to think about 

William Carlos Williams, and around ten 
o'clock I heard Rich hollering something 
indecipherable from the kitchen. As I 
raced out to see what was wrong, I saw 
Rich frantically rooting around under the 
kitchen sink, and Rudy -- or, rather, 
Rudy's headless body -- scrambling 
around in the sink, his claws clicking in 
panic on the metal. Rich had just ground 
up the skin of some smoked salmon in 
the garbage disposal, and when he left 
the room, Rudy (whom we always did 
call a pinhead) had gone in after it. 
It is very disturbing to see the headless 
body of your cat in the sink. This is an 
animal that I have slept with nightly for 
ten years, who burrows under the covers 
and purrs against my side, and who now 
looked like a desperate, fur-covered tur-
key carcass, set to defrost in the sink 
while it's still alive and kicking.  
It was also disturbing to see Rich, Mr. 
Calm-in-an-Emergency, at his wits end, 
trying to soothe Rudy, trying to undo the 
garbage disposal, failing at both, and 
basically freaking out. Adding to the 
chaos was Rudy's twin brother Lowell, 
also upset, racing around in circles, 
jumping onto the kitchen counter and 
alternately licking Rudy's butt for com-
fort and biting it out of fear. Clearly, I 
had to do something. 
First we tried to ease Rudy out of the 
disposal by lubricating his head and 
neck. We tried Johnson's baby shampoo 
(kept on hand for my nieces' visits) and 
butter-flavored Crisco: both failed, and a 
now-greasy Rudy kept struggling.  
Rich then decided to take apart the gar-
bage disposal, which was a good idea, 
but he couldn't do it. Turns out, the thing 
is constructed like a metal onion: you 
peel off one layer and another one ap-
pears, with Rudy's head still buried deep 
inside, stuck in a hard plastic collar.  
My job during this process was to sit on 
the kitchen counter petting Rudy, trying 
to calm him, with the room spinning 
(vertigo), Lowell howling (he's part Sia-
mese), and Rich clattering around with 
tools. 
When all our efforts failed, we sought 
professional help. I called our regular 
plumber, who actually called me back 
quickly, even at 11 o'clock at night 

(Continued on page 8, Cat) 

AV TECHNICIANS NEEDED—WILL TRAIN! 
The office is looking for more volunteers (age minimum is youth group) to train on 
working the AV booth for services. You can choose the service time you like. After 
training, the commitment is one service a month to keep your hand in, and when 
trained, you may be asked to act as a substitute, alone or with another . Contact Ann 
(church secretary) in the office, or in the AV booth at either the 11 am or 6 pm svc.  

______________________________ 
Editor retains the right to edit submissions for grammar, spelling, space & content. It is 
also our policy to include something for everyone. Since some people like to find er-
rors, we occasionally include a few in our publication to meet this need.  
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(thanks, Dave). He talked Rich through 
further layers of disposal dismantling, 
but still we couldn't reach Rudy.  
I called the 1-800 number for Insinkera-
tor (no response), a pest removal service 
that advertises 24-hour service (no re-
sponse), an all-night emergency veteri-
nary clinic (who had no experience in 
this matter, and so, no advice), and fi-
nally, in desperation, 911. I could see 
that Rudy's normally pink paw pads 
were turning blue. The fire department, I 
figured, gets cats out of trees; maybe 
they could get one out of a garbage dis-
posal. 
The dispatcher had other ideas and of-
fered to send over two policemen. This 
suggestion gave me pause. I'm from the 
sixties, and even if I am currently a fine 
upstanding citizen, I had never consid-
ered calling the cops and asking them to 
come to my house, on purpose. I resisted 
the suggestion, but the dispatcher was 
adamant: "They'll help you out," he said. 
The cops arrived close to midnight and 

(Cat, continued from page 7)  room's occasional spinning, Lowell's 
spooky sound effects, an apparently 
headless cat in my sink and six disem-
bodied legs poking out from under it.  
One good thing came of this: the guys 
did manage to get the bottom off of the 
disposal, so we could now see Rudy's 
face and knew he could breathe. But 
they couldn't cut the flange without risk-
ing the cat. Stumped. 
Officer Tom had another idea. "You 
know," he said, "I think the reason we 
can't get him out is the angle of his head 
and body. If we could just get the sink 
out and lay it on its side, I’ll bet we 
could slip him out."  
That sounded like a good idea at this 
point. ANYTHING would have sounded 
like a good idea, and as it turned out, 
Officer Mike runs a plumbing business 
on weekends; he knew how to take out 
the sink!  
TO BE CONTINUED . . . 
(In the September UBC Informer) 

turned out to be quite nice. More impor-
tantly, they were also able to think ra-
tionally, which we were not. They were, 
of course, quite astonished by the situa-
tion: "I've never seen anything like this," 
Officer Mike kept saying. (The unusual 
circumstances helped us get quickly on a 
first-name basis with our cops.)  
Officer Tom, who expressed immediate 
sympathy for our plight -- "I've had cats 
all my life," he said, comfortingly -- also 
had an idea. Evidently we needed a cer-
tain tool, a tiny, circular rotating saw, 
that could cut through the heavy plastic 
flange encircling Rudy's neck without 
hurting Rudy, and Officer Tom hap-
pened to own one.  
"I live just five minutes from here," he 
said; "I'll go get it."  
He soon returned, and the three of them -
- Rich and the two policemen -- got un-
der the sink together to cut through the 
garbage disposal. I sat on the counter, 
holding Rudy and trying not to succumb 
to the surreal-ness of the scene, with the 
weird middle-of-the-night lighting, the 


